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	COMP1141
Module Outline

Semester 1 2009/10

	Module Tutors:
	Viv Bell Hines 1.1; Rowland Gallop  
v.bell@worc.ac.uk

	Time and venue
	Monday 9:15 – 12:15  (Rooms: WB 139/MB EE1021) 

	
	Wednesday 6:00 – 9:00 (Rooms: WB 139/MB EEG031)

	Verified by:
	S.Barnes

	Electronic copy available:
	Blackboard Learning System


Introduction

The aim of this module is to develop the student’s ability to communicate and interact using current web-based tools.  This will allow students to produce web-based solutions for a range of user needs. Students will also be introduced to a variety of techniques and concepts which are used for web publishing with a focus on usability.  The knowledge gained during this module will form a foundation for future studies.

Intended learning outcomes 
On successful completion of this module, students should be able to:

1. Articulate the importance of planning and design techniques for web development

2. Evaluate (with structured tutor support) the use of design techniques used in the planning and development of web-based communication

3. Plan, design and implement a web-based product using appropriate software

4. Document and evaluate the processes used in the creation of this product

Learning and Teaching 
Most class sessions will consist of a range of tutor and student inputs and demonstrations, followed by a workshop.  These may include: group discussions, presentations, practical activities, reflective summaries, peer and tutor feedback.  In addition, use of the Blackboard Learning System will enable discussion outside the formal class hours and also form a repository for all module materials.  Students will be expected to practice the skills learned and participate in private research between the formal sessions, building their own portfolio of examples that will be useful to refer to in their assignments. 
Equal Opportunities Policy

If you have any particular or additional learning needs, please feel free to speak with the module tutors, who will be pleased to help you.  University of Worcester is committed to ensuring that disabled people, including those with learning difficulties, are treated fairly.  If you are a disabled person, please ensure that we know what you need so that we can make the necessary reasonable adjustments to help you succeed. 
Should you have any disability or condition that the tutor should know about tutors will make every effort to accommodate any particular needs, so long as they are made aware of them.
Assessment Details 
The assessment for this module is based on two assignments.  
1. A reflective portfolio based on a selection of structured activities undertaken during the module. The portfolio will demonstrate your understanding of the concepts developed in this module. This assignment will represent 2000 words and 50% of the module assessment.
2. Practice development task: to plan, design, implement, evaluate and document a web site and produce a report explaining and justifying the design considerations and features. (50% of the module assessment).
Software used for the assignments must be that which is used within the module.   Further details of the assessment items and submission requirements will be notified during the module sessions.
	Assessment
	Learning outcomes assessed
	Date of submission

	Assignment 1
	1, 2, 
	Monday 23 November

	Assignment 2
	3, 4
	Tuesday 12 January


Attendance

The Business School tutors feel strongly that good attendance is necessary on your part as an essential element of ‘being a student’. Consequently, the following requirements operate.  
· You are expected to attend and participate every session.

· An attendance register will be taken at each session

· If you cannot attend for any genuine reason (e.g. illness) you are expected to e-mail the module tutor

· Persistent non-attendance will require an explanation, in person, initially with the module tutor.

Student Work 
In addition to the formal contact hours you will be expected to engage in independent study each week. This is an essential part of your degree. The following requirements are in place concerning study in your own time

· In this module this may involve: reading preparation, personal research, planning for assignments, group work, or other activities set by the tutors

· You must do any pre-set work for discussions – if you do not do this you may be excluded which will then count as a non-attendance
· You should include time to produce your assignments including - planning, drafting, consulting with your tutor, writing-up/production, confirming sources and references (to avoid any possibility of plagiarism), checking and finalising your work for submission.

· It is essential, therefore, that you plan time in your weekly schedule for independent academic study and assignment preparation.
Academic Writing

You will be graded on the quality of your writing as well as the content, i.e. how you write as well as what you write. This will include

· The ability to present your material in an appropriate format (report, essay etc)

· The ability to present your work in grammatically correct English (sentences, paragraphs, apostrophes etc)

· The correct use of references based on the Harvard system.

Poor English and referencing can lose you up to two grade points per assignment (this will not apply to students having support from the equal opportunities centre).

 Help with academic writing is available from:
· Study Skills workshops and advice sheets, details of which are available on SOLE (Learning Support section and then the link to Study Skills) or directly from http://www.worc.ac.uk/studyskills/
· Writer in Residence: http://www.worcester.ac.uk/departments/8320.html
· The university guide to the Harvard referencing system referencing available at http://www.worc.ac.uk/studyskills/ 
Please note that you must clearly identify all sources, including the internet, and that you should communicate your thoughts in your own words/diagrams/images rather than reproducing the material of others.  Failure to do so may lead to an allegation of cheating.  The use of online collaborative encyclopædias such as Wikipedia is not acceptable if cited as an academic reference.
Indicative Schedule

	Session
	Week commencing
	Lecture
	Activities
	Workshop

	1
	28/09
	Introduction to the module
	Resources and searching
	Activities, including evaluation of websites

	2
	05/10
	Text and readability
	Presentation of text
	Introduction to HTML

	3
	12/10
	Design tools and techniques
	Designing storyboards
	Structure, storyboards

	4
	19/10
	HCI and usability
	Colour research
	HCI activities

	5
	26/10
	Project planning
	Methodologies
	Assignment planning

	6
	02/11
	Graduation week – no lectures
	Mistakes research
	Class activities

	7
	09/11
	Introduction to css
	
	Class activities

	8
	16/11
	Css continued
	
	Related class activities

	9
	23/11
	Layout and divisions
	Laying out a webpage
	Related class activities

	10
	30/11
	Layout continued
	Layout research
	Related class activities

	11
	07/12
	Putting it all together
	Authoring tools
	Class activities & CSS

	12
	14/12
	Assignment workshop
	Final module activities
	Final module activities


Resources

The Blackboard Learning System should be checked regularly to access module materials and view any announcements from module tutors. A link to the COMP1141 website will be available from Blackboard.  All module materials will be posted on the website, and it will be possible to share useful information with other students in the group using the Blackboard Discussion facility.  The Business School folder on Blackboard contains additional learning resources. Please refer regularly to this Module Outline as it contains important information to guide you when working towards assignments. Remember that use of a range of academic resources, correctly referenced, using the Harvard Guide you will find on the Homepage of the Blackboard module will establish good practice and contribute to your success when writing assignments.
Resources

The Blackboard Learning System should also be accessed regularly.  All module materials will be made available and it will be possible to share useful information with other students in the group. 
Castro E, (2006), HTML for the World Wide Web, Sixth Edition with XHTML and CSS: Visual QuickStart Guide, Berkeley, CA: Peachpit Press

Also available at: http://safari.peachpit.com/0321130073
England E and Finney A, (1999) Managing Multimedia: Project management for interactive media, 2nd Ed, Harlow: Addison Wesley

Horton S (2005) Access by Design: A Guide to Universal Usability for Web Designers, New Riders Press. Also available at: http://universalusability.com/access_by_design/index.html 
Lynch PJ and Horton S, (2002) Web Style Guide: Basic Design Principles for Creating Web Sites, 2nd Ed, New Haven: Yale University Press. 

Also available at: http://www.webstyleguide.com/index.html?/contents.html
Mcfedries P, (2002) The Complete Idiot's Guide to Creating a Web Page, 4th Ed, Pearson

Lopuck L, (2001) Web Design for Dummies, New York: Hungry Minds Inc.

Nielsen J, (2000) Designing Web Usability: The Practice of Simplicity, Indianapolis: New Riders (A summary of these ideas is available on the web at http://www.useit.com/)

Niederst J, (2001), Web Design in a Nutshell, Farnham: O’Reilly Media
Schneiderman B, (2004) Designing the user interface: strategies for effective human-computer interaction 4th Ed, Harlow: Addison Wesley

Tidwell J. (2005) Designing Interfaces Farnham: O’Reilly Media

Valqui K and Freire E, (2001) Web Design and Development, Massachusetts: Charles River Media

Other appropriate books and electronic resources are available via “Resources Online”.

Please note that you must clearly identify all sources, including the internet, and that you should communicate your thoughts in your own words/diagrams/images rather than reproducing the material of others.  Failure to do so may lead to an allegation of cheating
Course Committee Meetings

Each semester every subject area holds a Course Committee Meeting where representatives from the student body, teaching staff, and Information and Learning Services (ILS) meet.   The purpose of the meeting is to communicate events and receive feedback.  Each Level (year group) is represented by a Student Representative whose role is to communicate feedback from students and communicate back to students any important points from the meeting.  Student Representatives are offered training by the Student Union and are a valuable link.  Should you wish to find out more about becoming a representative, then in the first stance speak to the Student Union VP for Student Welfare.  This academic year Computing Course Committee Meetings have been arranged as follows:
· Wednesday 2nd December start at 12.45 

· Wednesday 21st April at 12.45
Student Feedback

During each module students are asked to give their opinion on how the module is going.  They are also asked to complete a survey at the end of each module.  The results of these will influence how the module is run and suggestions as well as praise are always welcomed. 
Tutor Feedback

Feedback on submitted assignments is normally provided within four working weeks of hand-in date.  You will receive an email advising you when your work is available for collections.  It is vitally important that you collect this feedback in order to optimise your learning.
Carbon Footprint

The University of Worcester is committed to following a complete carbon management programme and reducing our carbon footprint.  You are asked to respect this and are encouraged to recycle and minimise the use of disposable items.  We aim to reduce paper output and therefore module resources will, where possible, be available in electronic format only.

Student Handbooks
There are three student handbooks with which you should become familiar:  
· The University Student Handbook

· The UMS Student Handbook

· The Computing Student Handbook

These are available from Registry Services website at http://www2.worc.ac.uk/registry/ and also via the Business School folder on Blackboard.
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